THE RESURGENCE OF PRUSSIA
(Steuerrat) in the towns, the lord should exercise judicial, administrative, and police functions on his own lands, A Prussian historian has spoken of the * tribunician powers of the monarchy' during this epoch: The Prussian kings were no tribunes of the people, but the lot of the poor would have been worse without them*
It should always be remembered that in the age of Napoleon Prussia was one of the poorer states of Europe, In 1808 there were in the whole Electorate of Brandenburg only four towns with a population of more than ten thousand inhabitants. The whole economic output of the country was about equal to that of the Lyons silk industry in the time of Colbert Berlin was atown smaller than Salisbury; Frankfort and Potsdam, the next biggest cities, were only twice the size of Abingdon, The whole population of the Prussian monarchy could have been comfortably housed in modern London without the building of an additional tenement There was nothing to be ashamed of in this: but it explains two facts which might otherwise arouse inquiry. The first is, there was not in Prussia, as in France, a large educated middle class, accessible to new ideas and capable of formulating the social grievances of the class beneath them, and the second is correlative to the first. Prussian reform came from above not from below* It was the work of the* monarchy and its civil servants, not of the people.
It has been a point of honour with a certain school of Prussian historians to deny to the French Revolution any share either in provoking or in shaping that great series of reforms which brought about the remarkable recovery of Prussia after the catastrophe of Jena. They do not like to be told that Prussia borrowed from her enemy or that there is anything here but a natural development, some what accelerated indeed by the pressure of calamity, but still an organic growth, a Prussian flower springing from a Prussian root, ' Aus dem ureigentn dtutschcn Geistc ist du Sttinischc Reform htrvorgegangen, The reforms of Stein are the product of the original and peculiar spirit of Germany/ And with great emphasis they repeat that whatever might have been its influence in other quarters, the French Revolution was quite powerless in Prussia, and that the